
ACTION GUIDE

Active Shooter Attacks
Security Awareness for Soft Targets and Crowded Places

An active shooter is an individual actively engaged in killing 
or attempting to kill people in a confined and populated area. 
In most cases, active shooters use firearm(s) and have no pattern 
or method to their selection of victims, which creates an 
unpredictable and quickly evolving situation that can result in loss 
of life and injury. �0�U�I�F�S���B�D�U�J�W�F���T�I�P�P�U�F�S���B�U�U�B�D�L���N�F�U�I�P�E�T���N�B�Z���B�M�T�P��
�J�O�D�M�V�E�F���C�M�B�E�F�E���X�F�B�Q�P�O�T����W�F�I�J�D�M�F�T����B�O�E���J�N�Q�S�P�W�J�T�F�E���F�Y�Q�M�P�T�J�W�F��
�E�F�W�J�D�F�T����While law enforcement is usually required to end an active 
shooter situation, individuals can take steps to prepare mentally 
and physically for the possibility of this type of event occurring in 
order to save lives.     

Be Alert to Signs of Trouble
While active shooter situations are often unpredictable, paying 
careful attention to warning signs could go a long way in 
mitigating a potential incident. Some shooters demonstrate 
progressively escalating risk factors in the ir mindsets and 
behaviors that characterize them as violent prior to an attack. 
Recognizing these warning signs and reaching out for help could 
bring at-risk individuals to the attention  of law enforcement sooner 
and prevent a future attack.

Potential warning signs include:

�ƒ Increasingly erratic, unsafe, or aggressive behaviors.

�ƒ Hostile �C�F�I�B�W�J�P�S���C�B�T�F�E���P�O���D�M�B�J�N�T of injustice or perceived wrongdoing.

�ƒ Drug and alcohol abuse.

�ƒ �$�M�B�J�N�T���P�G���Narginalization or distancing from friends and colleagues.

�ƒ Changes in performance at work.

�ƒ Sudden and dramatic changes in home life or in personality.

�ƒ Financial difficulties.

�ƒ Pending civil or criminal litigation.

�ƒ Observable grievances �B�O�E���N�B�L�J�O�H���T�U�B�U�F�N�F�O�U�T���P�G���S�F�U�S�J�C�V�U�J�P�O�� 

You can help ensure the safety of those around you.




